
TUTBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

A meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Charity Office, Duke Street, Tutbury 
on Monday 21 November 2011. 
 
Those present were Cllrs P Steadman (chairman), Mrs S Adams, Ms M Guest, F 
Crossley, A Allen, G Wright, A Burdis, T Spencer-Smith, W Crossley, , Borough Cllrs 
S Smith and Ms E Staples; County Cllr R Fraser.  In attendance S Powell (Clerk). 
 
116/1.0  APOLOGIES 

 

1.1 Apologies were received from Mrs J Taylor 
 
117/2.0 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17 OCTOBER 2011   

  

2.1 The minutes were approved as a true record and signed by the chairman. 
 
118/3.0  MATTERS ARISING 
 
3.1 The PCC had confirmed the position for the seat in the churchyard.  It was 

agreed to arrange for the seat to be sited on the south side of the church.  
3.2 Mr Malcolm Wardle had agreed to ask Trent and Dove Housing for a grant 

towards a new seat at Hillside.  
3.3 Much of the vegetation along the Close Bank footpath had been trimmed back 

apart from the hedge at the top of the path near Burton Street. It was agreed to 
contact Mr Rochfort footpaths officer at the county council on how best to 
proceed. 

 
119/4.0  BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 

 

4.1 Cllr Fraser stated that the county council were planning for a zero council tax 
increase in the coming year, the third year this had happened.  The 
announcement by Jaguar Land Rover to build a new engine plant in the 
Midlands would bring many new jobs to the Staffordshire area.  Free public 
transport was being maintained for senior citizens as well as discounted travel 
for young persons.  No libraries were being closed and new children’s services 
planned .  £250m had been saved in waste management operations and the 
highway maintenance gritting operations were considered to be one of the best 
in the country; an extra £6m was being invested in the counties highways.  
20mph advisory zones had been established on roads near schools and all 
these services had been proved at no extra cost.  Locally the Tutbury Eco 
Power project had been supported as well as TOSCA through an asset transfer 
to them of the old school building.  An initial lease was to be issued shortly, all 
this Cllr Fraser stated, was ‘the Staffordshire way’. 

4.2 Cllr W Crossley asked Cllr Fraser about the lack of a report to the annual parish 
meeting.  Cllr Fraser apologised and explained that he had been very busy at 
the time.  Cllr W Crossley expressed concern about budget cuts and their 
impact on services and the loss of jobs.  Cllr Fraser indicated that with better 
management, services were being delivered more efficiently. 



4.3 Cllr Mrs Adams asked what was to happen to the farms as a result of the 
proposed new housing and school development on land bounded by 
Harehedge Lane, Tutbury Road and Rolleston Road.  Apparently notice to quit 
had already been served on the affected tenants and Cllr F Crossley asked 
what was to happen to them. Cllr Fraser stated that the farms would be 
replaced and he would provide further information on the matter.  Cllr Ms Guest 
asked when the altered parking restrictions in Monk Street would be 
implemented; Cllr Fraser stated that the changes were being introduced in 
stages. 

4.4 The chairman raised the problem of certain school children in Chatsworth Drive 
and Burton Street who were on the margins of the distance limit where 
entitlement to free school transport was available.  Cllr Fraser stated that it was 
not possible to vary the distance requirement for the entitlement.  Cllr Spencer-
Smith felt that free bus passes should be provided for all children. 

4.5 Borough Cllr Smith informed members that the Section 106 agreement for the 
Burton Road development was being drawn up and that the parish council 
would be able to look at it.  Concern was expressed that the parish council 
would not have any real input into it and Cllr Spencer-Smith asked about the 
time scale for its completion.  Cllr Smith stated that negotiations on various 
aspects of the agreement were ongoing.  In conclusion Cllr Smith commented 
on some old weaponry found in a local hostelry and that Burton would see the 
Olympic torch pass through the town on its journey around the country. 

4.6 Borough Cllr Ms Staples informed members that an ‘outreach officer ‘at ESBC 
was available to assist with the setting up of events for young people.  Cllr 
Staples also wanted to set up a group to further improve Burton’s position in the 
Heart of England in Bloom competition.  Feedback from the judges suggested 
that work was needed to improve the planters in the High Street; in Winshill 
local groups had undertaken the task.  Cllr Staples wanted to work with parish 
council on improving the village’s chances in the competition. 

4.7 Cllr W Crossley asked when County Cllrs new about the proposed development 
off Harehedge Lane.  Cllr Staples stated that the site had been considered as 
an option along with others and designated in May.  It was felt that the housing 
would complement the development.  Members of the parish council expressed 
deep concern that there was no apparent prior knowledge of development.  
This was important, as it would have had a bearing on the decision for the 
Burton Road development.  

4.8 Cllr W Crossley reported that Georgian Crystal was to close which would be a 
sad loss for the village.  The chairman thanked borough and county cllrs for 
attending the meeting. 

 
120/5.0  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
5.1 The following accounts were passed for payment:       £ 
 
 S Powell Stationery & printing     14.49 
 ESBC Election Expenses   101.13 
 Aucuba Landscapes Churchyard contract   190.00 
 T H Heath Contracts Ltd Mowing contract            1692.00 
 James Hollis Bus shelter/street cleaning/caretaker 
  Contracts     465.00 



 J L Powell Secretarial services     45.00 
 Staffordshire County Council Hire of Hall      16.00 
 S Powell Reimbursement for replacement 
  computer keyboard     29.99 
 St Giles Hospice Grant     100.00 
 Tutbury Christmas Festival Grant     400.00 
 W Crossley Reimbursement for wreath    19.00 
  
5.2 An account had been received from Savill’s, agents for the Duchy, for the costs 

involved in clearing a small tree that had allegedly fallen from parish council 
land onto land belonging to one of their tenants.  Members felt that as they had 
not authorised the work, could not verify the circumstances which led to it being 
carried out and were only made aware of the incident after the work was 
carried out that they could not authorise payment of the account.  The clerk 
was instructed to inform Savills accordingly. 

 
121/6.0  PLANNING MATTERS 

 

6.1 The following comments were made on recently received applications: 
 

P/2011/01227/JI – Erection of a detached dwelling and construction of a 
vehicular access on land to the rear of 51 Chatsworth Drive. 
 
Comment: No objection 
 
P/2011/01263/JI – Installation of solar panels to the south facing roof slope at 
Parfay 23 Castle Street. 
 
Cllr Spencer-Smith declared an interest in this application and left the meeting 
while it was being considered. 
 
Comment:  The parish council supported the principle of sustainable energy 
generation and reduction of carbon emissions, but was unsure as to the 
borough council’s policy for such installations in the Tutbury conservation area. 
 
P/2011/01276/JPM – The felling of one Oak tree (T59 of TPO9) at 1 The Park 
Pale. 
 
Comment:   No objection, but the impact on the dwelling of felling the tree as 
identified in the consultant’s report, was noted. 
 
P/2011/01046/CLF – Crown reduction of 1 Sweet Chestnut tree, 1 Aspen tree, 
2 Cherry trees, 1 Lime tree and 2 Crab Apple trees by 33% (G1 of TPO 163) at 
Willow Bank House, 49A Chatsworth Drive. 
 
Comment:   No objection 
 
P/2011/01357/JPM – Erection of a first floor rear extension at Chandos 7 
Lodge Hill 
 



Comment:   No objection 
 
6.2 Recent determinations made by ESBC on planning applications in the parish 

were reported to members.  The County council had recently held an exhibition 
for the proposed new primary school and residential development bounded by 
Harehedge Lane, Tutbury Road and Rolleston Road explaining their vision for 
the site. 

6.3 A reply had been received from ESBC in response to the parish council’s 
complaint concerning the borough council’s decision to permit development off 
Burton Road Tutbury though not within the stipulated time scale.  Members 
were not satisfied with the response which left a number of unanswered 
questions.  Options on how to proceed were discussed and it was agreed to 
contact Navigus Planning Consultants for further advice on the matter and to 
send a further letter to ESBC asking them to independently assess the 
council’s complaint.  It was also agreed to investigate the possibility of using 
Navigus Planning in conjunction with Rolleston PC to develop a neighbourhood 
plan for each village.  

  
122/7.0  ALLIANCE OF PARISH COUNCILS 

 

7.1 A paper setting out the Alliance’s position in response to ESBC’s draft core 
strategy was circulated to members.  The paper had been sent to ESBC and 
those ward cllrs whose villages were involved.  A further meeting with ESBC 
representatives was planned to enable the issues raised in the paper to be 
discussed. 

 
123/8.0  ESBC NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM – PRIORITIES AND ACTION PLAN 

 
8.1 The parish council’s priorities to be considered at ESBC’s next neighbourhood 

forum meeting were:  the Jubilee celebration event, the landscaping of Elm 
Lane footpath and improvements to footpaths 3 & 7.  Cllrs Ms Guest and Mrs 
Adams were to represent the parish council at the meeting where the parish 
council’s submission would be considered along with others for inclusion or 
otherwise in the forum’s action plan. 

 
124/9.0  TOSCA – PLEDGE OF FUNDS 

 
9.1 Cllr Mrs Jane Taylor as secretary of The Tutbury Old School Community 

Association (TOSCA) had written to ask if the parish council would renew their 
pledge to provide funds (previously £5,000), to assist with the retention of the 
Old School Building in Cornmill Lane following the organisations change to 
incorporated charitable status. 

9.2   Cllr Mrs Taylor who was not present at the meeting had declared her interest in 
TOSCA which was also recorded in the members register of interests.  It was 
agreed to renew the pledge for financial support to TOSCA. 

 
125/10.0   NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS 

 

10.1 This item was dealt with under agenda item 6 
 



126/11.0  ALLOTMENTS COMPETITION 
 
11.1 This item was deferred to a future agenda 
 
127/12.0  CORNMILL LANE PLAYING FIELDS – NON PAYMENT OF CHARGES,  

HEDGES,GOAL POSTS AND THE CONDITION OF THE CONTAINER 

 
12.1  Tutbury Tigers FC had not paid their charges (£250.00) for the hire of the 

football pitch.  It was agreed that if the charges were not paid following the 
issue of a further reminder, they would not be allowed to use the container and 
the changing rooms. 

12.2 The container which houses equipment etc was untidy, littered with debris and 
required a thorough clear out.  It was agreed to arrange for it to be cleaned and 
tidied if the football teams were unable to do it. 

12.3 The hedges around the playing fields required trimming and a section needed 
replanting.  It was agreed to ask the mowing contractor to carry out the work. 

12.4  Ms McManus from ESBC had emailed to state that a section of the hedge had 
been removed without prior approval.  The contents of the email were noted 
and it was felt that the planned replanting would remedy the situation. 

12.5 The goal posts were in need of painting; it was agreed to arrange for them to 
be painted at the end of the season. 

 
128/13.0  LIGHTS IN THE DUKE STREET BUS SHELTER 
 
13.1 Both lights in the shelter were not working.  It was agreed to arrange for the 

lights to be repaired. 
 
129/14.0  TRIANGLE CHRISTMAS TREE 

 

14.1  It was agreed that arrangements be made to site a Christmas tree on the 
Triangle off Castle Street. 

 
130/15.0  CONTACT DETAILS FOR COUNCILLORS 

 
15.0 This item was deferred to the next meeting 
 
131/16.0  GRANTS TO LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 

 
16.1 It was agreed to grant the sum of £100.00 to Tutbury Civic Societies Jubilee 

Floodlighting Trust: 
 
132/17.0 PLANTERS IN THE HIGH STREET 
 
17.1 This item was deferred to the next meeting 
 
134/18.0  CORRESPONDENCE 

 
18.1 The contents of the following were noted: 
   



 A request from Whitehouse construction to use part of the Duke Street car park 
as a site compound whilst undertaking work to nearby sewers.  The company 
had been advised to contact ESBC as owners of the car park. 

 Information on Christmas recycling arrangements from ESBC. 
 A summary of the final recommendations on the electoral review of 

Staffordshire from the Local Government Boundary Commission.  
 A letter of thanks from the Women’s Institute for the grant towards the purchase 

of a PA system. 
 Notification of the closure of Tutbury High Street on 25 November for the 

Christmas Festival. 
 Notification of the award of a footpath grant from the county council. 
 An invitation to a briefing on the new gas pipeline being installed to serve a new 

power station at Willington. 
 Notification of a vacncy for a school governor at the Richard Wakefield School. 
 A request for details of the parish council’s precept for 2012/13 from ESBC.  

The precept was to be considered at the next meeting. 
 Copies of the agenda and minutes for a forthcoming meeting of Rolleston PC. 
 Notification of a licensing application for Needwood Service Station 

Newborough Road Needwood. 
 A news letter from the Community Council of Staffordshire. 
 
18.2 Members reiterated their concern about the closing of Georgian Crystal the last 

glass manufacturer in Tutbury.  The chairman stated that the remembrance 
ceremony went well and that it was hoped to build on this next year.  Tina 
Adams had raised a substantial sum of money for Children in Need with a 24hr 
flower arranging event.  It was agreed to send a letter of congratulations to Ms 
Adams. 

  
135/19.0 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

 
19.1 Planters in the High Street 
 Neighbourhood plans 
  Allotments competition 
 Contact details for Councillors 
 
 
136/20.0  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
20.1 Monday 19 December 2011 at 7.30pm. 
 
 The meeting closed at 10.26 pm. 
 
 
 


