
TUTBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Charity Office, Duke Street, Tutbury 
on Monday 19 May 2014. 
 
Those present were Cllrs F Crossley (Chairman), W Crossley, P Steadman, Mrs S 
Adams, G Wright, A Allen, Ms M Guest, P Steadman, T Spencer-Smith, D Morris, 
representatives from Tutbury Cricket Club and Tutbury Tigers FC. In attendance, Mr 
S Powell (Clerk). 
 
1/1.0 APOLOGIES 
 
1.1 Apologies were received from Mrs J Taylor, Borough Cllrs Ms E Staples and S 

Smith 
 
2/2.0 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 
2.1  Nominations for chairman were invited.  Cllr F Crossley proposed by Cllr G 

Wright and seconded by Cllr Steadman was elected. 
 
3/3.0 CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
  
3.1 The declaration of acceptance of office was signed by the chairman. 
 
4/4.0 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
 
4.1  Nominations for vice chairman were invited.  Cllr Allen proposed by Cllr F 

Crossley and seconded by Cllr Mrs S Adams was elected. 
 
5/5.0 VICE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFCE 
  
5.1 The declaration of acceptance of office was signed by the vice chairman.  
  
6/6.0 FORMATION OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
 
6.1 It was agreed that the following committees be formed: 
 
 Footpaths Committee: The whole council with power to co-opt others. 
 Playing Fields Committee: The whole council with power to co-opt others. 
 Emergency Committee: Chairman, vice chairman, Mrs S Adams, D Morris and 

G Wright. 
 Strategic Planning Committee (SPC): Chairman, W Crossley, Ms M Guest and 

Mrs S Adams. 
 Information Technology (IT) Advisory Committee: T Spencer-Smith, A Allen, P 

Steadman with one vacancy. 
 
6.2  Cllr W Crossley suggested that the committee structure be modified covering 

the following areas: 
 

 Contracts 

 Flower displays in the village 



 IT developments 

 Ollainville committee 

 Schools and Youth 

 New Residents 
 
It was agreed to place the matter on the July agenda for further consideration. 

  
7/7.0 APPOINTMENT OF STREET REPRESENTATIVES 
 
7.1 The value of these appointments was questioned and referred to the July 

meeting to be considered in conjunction with the committee structure. 
 
8/8.0 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28 APRIL 2014 
 
8.1 The minutes were approved subject to minor amendment and signed by the 

chairman. 
 
9/9.0 MATTERS ARISING 
 
9.1 Cllr Spencer-Smith stated that at a recent meeting organised by Stretton PC 

discussions centred around a commemoration of WW1 event involving de 
Ferrers Acadamy.  An Invitation to a meeting to finalise details had been 
arranged for 4 June; Cllr Spencer-Smith agreed to attend.  

9.2  A response was still awaited from the parochial church council to discuss the 
burial facilities in the churchyard. 

9.3 The internal audit of last year’s accounts had been completed with no major 
issues of concern raised. 

9.4 Rolleston PC (RPC) had enquired if a further meeting of the parish council’s 
alliance would be appropriate following the publication by ESBC of additional 
documents associated with the local plan.  It was agreed that a meeting would 
be worthwhile and RPC was to be informed accordingly. 

9.5 The large elm tree on the boundary of the churchyard had still not come into 
leaf and therefore might have to be removed.  The matter was referred to the 
next meeting of the council. 

9.6 ESBC had written to explain their reasons for installing recycling bins in the 
High Street.  It was agreed to monitor the area to ascertain if sufficient capacity 
in general litter bins remained. 

9.7 ESBC were to provide extra visits by enforcement officers in the village centre 
to deter irresponsible dog owners. 

9.8 Following the creation of a new pavement in Burton Road for the Peveril 
Homes development, the ‘Welcome to Tutbury’ road sign had disappeared.  It 
was agreed to refer the matter to councillors involved in town twinning and 
make enquiries as to why it had disappeared.  A suitable replacement was to 
be requested from those responsible for its removal. 

 
10/10.0 ELM LANE IMPROVEMENTS AND COMMUNITY PATH INNITIATIVE 
 
10.1 Cheryl Maxim reported on the meeting with Staffordshire County Council’s 

(SCC) tree officer on site at Elm Lane.  Works to trees were identified which 
because of their nature would need be carried out by specialists.  This work 



could be funded by ESBC through a bid made by the parish council; estimates 
for work would need to be obtained. 

10.2 Other clearance work had been identified which could be undertaken by SCC, 
volunteers and the ‘friends of’ Elm Lane group. A meeting had been arranged 
for 23 May to work out a programme for this work; local residents would be kept 
informed.  Confirmation was awaited from Mr Rochfort at SCC on a number of 
issues including how the considerable amount of waste material would be dealt 
with. 

10.3 A community paths bid was to be made to SCC to help with costs.  It was 
agreed to progress the project and submit bids to ESBC and SCC for funding. 

 
11/11.0 BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
 
11.1 There were no reports for borough or county councillors.   
 
12/12.0 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
12.1 The following accounts were passed for payment: 
 
 James Hollis Bus shelter/street cleaning/caretaker contracts  £465.00 
 J L Powell Secretarial Services      £45.00 
 Kerry Jones Audit fee       £120.00 
 Aucuba  Churchyard contract     £193.80 
 S Powell Printing       £7.00 
 P Steadman Reimbursement for High Street flags   £176.12 
 
 
13/13.0 PLANNING MATTERS 
 
13.1 The following applications were considered: 
 
 P/2014/00571 Erection of a two storey extension and single storey front 

extension, rear conservatory and external brick skin at 51 Wakefield Avenue. 
 

  COMMENT: No objection 
 

 P/2014/00529 Erection of two detached dwellings and construction of vehicular 
accesses. 

 
 COMMENT: The council objected to this proposal. It was incorrectly addressed 

as it faced and was accessed off Burton Road, there was limited parking and 
the site was being over developed with the height of the dwellings above the 
carriageway too dominant. The speed limit on the highway between Ironwalls 
Lane and the roundabout was 60 mph and in need of review.  In addition, 
because of the site levels, gravity drainage might not be feasible. 

 
 P/2014/00526 & P/2014/00527 Conversion of existing first floor retail space and 

existing second and third floor apartment to form five self-contained apartments 
and alterations to existing conservatory to include a tiled roof.  Works to a listed 
building associated with the conversion at Tutbury Mill Mews, 5 Lower High 
Street. 



COMMENT:  The council objected to this proposal as the number of existing 
parking facilities (20) appeared to be incorrectly stated on the application form. 
The existing spaces were mainly used by people visiting retail outlets and no 
additional spaces were proposed.  If permitted, the parking problems in the 
village would only be made worse.  Questions had also recently been raised 
with the parish council about the adequacy of the existing waste storage 
facilities serving the Mills Mews; a greater level of detail needed to be provided 
to demonstrate that the waste facilities were adequate. 
 
P/2014/00572 Receipt of a screening opinion for an ‘environmental impact 
assessment’ (EIA) for a proposed solar farm on land at Rolleston Park Farm. 
 
COMMENT: Although not a formal consultation, the council had serious 
reservations about this proposal with regard to its suitability and impact on the 
area.  It strongly suggested that an independent, thorough and comprehensive 
EIA be conducted for it. 
 

13.2 Ms M Guest Requested that her vote against the comments on the solar panel 
screening proposal be recorded. 

13.3 SCC had written to inform members that a new draft minerals local plan was in 
course of preparation which could be reviewed on their web site. 

 
14/14.0 TRANSFER OF PART OF THE PARK PALE TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
14.1 The results of the land registry searches had been received from the council’s 

solicitors which indicated the extent of land ownership adjoining the section of 
The Park Pale which was the subject of the transfer.  It was agreed to send a 
letter to adjoining owners clarifying each party’s responsibilities. 

. 
15/15.0 USE OF THE CAR PARK AND SECURITY MATTERS AT THE CORNMILL    
    LANE PLAYING FIELDS 
 
15.1 The implications of occasional use of the Cornmill Lane car park as an overspill 

facility were considered.  Whereas members agreed with the occasional use 
when other alternatives were limited, it was agreed to check with the council’s 
insurers that cover existed for such a use. 

15.2 A Cornmill Lane resident had suggested that gaps in the perimeter fencing 
around the playing field allowed access to the rear of nearby properties.  It was 
agreed to repair the gaps in the fence. 

 
16/16.0 STREET LIGHTS IN TUTBURY HIGH STREET 
 
16.1 SCC had engaged Eon to maintain street lighting throughout the county.  They 

were replacing existing lighting systems where necessary and a new set of 
lights was being planned for High Street. It was proposed to install modern 
LED lighting and members felt that lights of this type would not be suitable for 
the conservation area.  The clerk was instructed to request SCC that lighting of 
a style appropriate for the conservation area should be installed. 

 
 
 



17/17.0 BURTON ROAD FACILITIES 
 
17.1 The outcome of a meeting with officers at ESBC was reported to members.  

Although there was some ambiguity in the section 106 agreement for the site, 
the borough council indicated that arrangements could be made to transfer the 
community building and the sports pitch to the parish together with a sum of 
money for pitch maintenance. 

17.2 A discussion followed on various aspects of the facilities, which also involved 
representatives of interested local groups.  Though a number of uncertainties 
remained, it was agreed that a meeting with the developers be arranged, when 
local groups had been able to provide details of how their individual 
requirements could be accommodated. 

 
18/18.0 WORK TO CHURCHYARD STEPS 
 
18.1 Revised quotations had been received from contractors, but concerns were 

raised that the work, which would necessitate the closure of the church path for 
about a month would interfere with the planned flower festival and the 925th 
anniversary celebrations.  It was agreed to contact the contractors to ascertain 
when they would be available to carry out the work with the intention for it to be 
carried out in September. 

 
19/19.0 GRANTS TO LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 
19.1 Following a request for further information, the flower club had provided an 

estimate of their costs in staging the Flower Festival.  After further 
consideration it was agreed to award a grant of £500.00 to assist with 
expenditure. 

 
20/20.0 PARISH COUNCILLOR REGISTER OF INTEREST AND REVIEW 
 
20.1 Councillors were invited to record any changes to their register of interests in 

accordance with the council’s ‘Code of Conduct’.  Any changes were to be 
forwarded to the clerk for record purposes. 

 
21/21.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
21.1 The contents of the following were noted: 
 
 A request from Tillbridge Developments for the council’s views on a proposed 

new Co-op store on the Duke Street car park.  Members felt that the resultant 
loss of car parking spaces would only add to car parking problems that already 
existed in the village.  The clerk was requested to pass the information on to 
the borough council as owners of the car park. 
An enquiry had been received from a parishioner about a position as a 
governor at the Richard Wakefield School.  Enquiries revealed that there were 
currently no vacancies.  The clerk was instructed to ascertain why the parish 
council had apparently not been advised of any vacancies as had been the 
norm in the past. 



A request from a Tutbury parishioner to site a defibrillator in the village.  It was 
agreed to contact the Dog and Partridge to see if they could site one on their 
premises. 
A copy of the agenda and minutes for a recent meeting of Rolleston PC. 
A complaint about nuisance caused by the contents of waste bins on land off 
High Street.  The clerk was requested to refer the matter to ESBC’s 
enforcement team. 

 
22/22.0 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
 
22.1 None other than those recorded elsewhere. 
 
207/23.0 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
23.1 Monday 16 June 2014 at 7.30pm 
  
The meeting closed at 10.35pm. 


