
TUTBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A meeting of the Parish Council (TPC)and the Parochial Church Council (PCC) was 
held at St Marys Church, TutburyMonday14th Sept2015. 
 
Those present were Cllrs W Crossley (Vice Chair, T Spencer- Smith, M Guest, C 
Smedley, Members of the Parochial Church Council R Sharp (Vice Chair), J 
Collison, J Taylor, J Hicklin and S Newton 
 

In attendance, Karen Duffill (Clerk) 
 
1.0 APOLOGIES 
1.1 Apologies were received from Parish Councillors F Crossley and S Williams. 
 

2.0Burial Ground 
2.1Discussion regarding several possible sites for extra burial spacewithin the 
church groundstook place. It was thought that the existing provision would be filled 
within the next five years. Discussion took place regarding the possibility of 
purchasing Duchy of Lancaster Land on the castle side of the church. However,It 
was noted that burial provision should be included in the section 106 agreement of a 
new housingdevelopment as there is no provision in the local plan for burial land. 
This land maybe earmarked for housing and may cause problems when trying to 
secure future land space. The preferred suggestion was next to the existing new 
burial ground. A survey should be completed to ascertain the viability of this space 
including the positions of existing cremation plots.TutburyParishCouncil will discuss 
the option further. 
 
3.0 Closed Churchyard raised bank and maintenance 
 
3.1 The contractor has raised concern regarding the stability of the raised bank in the 
closed churchyard opposite the War Memorial, and questioned how stable the wall 
was. Cllrs raised concern regarding the additional garden that had been planted in 
the bank  that may exacerbate the stability of the bank and questions if this could be 
removed. The church council may be able to move the shrubs back into War 
memorial Garden when this has been completed. TPC will consider a structural 
survey on the wall. 
 
3.2 The drains in this area also need to be cleared to avoid potential flooding 
which will be referred as a Parish Council matter. 
 
3.3 The PCC queried if the existingnew burial ground should be maintained by the 
current  contractor. It was currently being maintained by a volunteer. The Clerk will 
clarify this. 
 
4.0 Tutbury Parish Council Commemorative bench 
4.1 A request had been made to replace the damaged Parish Council bench with a 
memorial bench. It was agreed that this decision would need to be delayed until a 
survey into the proposal for a future burial space had been done, as this area would 
be the access point into a new burial area. 
 



 
 
5.0 Handrail from the village to the church. 
 
5.1 A request from a parishioner for a handrail to the church from the village had 
been made. This matter would be difficult to implement due to the current condition 
of the walls. This will need to be reviewed after a structural survey had been 
completed, as ahandrail would need to be fixed to the walls. If it was not fixed to the 
walls this area would be disrupted in its repair. Therefore this matter should be 
reviewed at a later date when the walls and bank have been considered. 
 
6.0 Village Stocks 
6.1 The church had no requirement for the stocks to be returned to them in their 
fragile condition. They would need to be stored inside and would not withstand the 
weather,the church has nowhere to store them. The museum has no room.  Further 
investigation and discussion is required by TPC as to whether it is worth keeping 
them pr if an historical society maybe interested in obtaining them. 
 
7.0 Church Car Park 
 
The PCC have instructed an architectural survey of part of the closed churchyard to 
be allocated as a grass area for parking. Cllrs suggested that this would need further 
discussion and it was agreed that the path was not designed for traffic. The church 
will investigate further and provide further details to TPC to consider. 
 
8.0 Church Report 
 
8.1 The church reported a problem with dog fouling and dogs off the lead running 
around the graves. Cllrs suggested the Dog warden should be contacted to see if 
fines could be issued for fouling. The PCC will pursue this. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 
 
 
 
 


